Executive Order 14399:
Ensuring Citizenship
Verification and Integrity in
Federal Elections

August 29, 2026

Signed: March 31, 2026
Published: 91 Fed. Reg. 17125 (April 3, 2026)

Official links:

= White House text:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/03/en
suring-citizenship-verification-and-integrity-in-federal-
elections/

 Federal Register (official publication):
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/04/03/2026-
06601/ensuring-citizenship-verification-and-integrity-in-
federal-elections
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Section 3 of that order is the part that directed the Postal
Service to write the ballot-mail rule later published as 91 Fed.
Reg. 54966.

On Friday, August 28, the Justice Department filed a notice of
appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. That
notice does not lift the TRO. No First Circuit stay, no Supreme
Court stay of this TRO, and no new district-court order
dissolving it have been reported as of Saturday, August 29.

Current status as of 2026-08-29

= The 14-day TRO remains in effect. It runs from August 27
and would expire around September 10 unless extended,
converted to a preliminary injunction, or stayed on
appeal.

= USPS still may not implement or take preparatory steps on
the stayed DMM sections for elections on or before
November 3, 2026.

» Judge Talwani’'s preliminary-injunction hearing is still
set for September 3 at 9:00 a.m. in Boston.

» Government and intervenor oppositions to the 1longer
injunction due August 29 at 11:00 p.m. EDT. Plaintiff
replies are due August 31.

» The first legally required outbound ballots of the cycle
are military and overseas (UOCAVA) ballots. Federal law
generally requires those to go out at least 45 days before
a federal election, which for November 3, 2026 means early
September. Several states must begin that mailing in the
first week of September. That deadline, not any one state,
is why the 14-day TRO and the government’s appeal are on a
short clock.

The rule text is still published. It is still not being used to



reject midterm ballot mail while this TRO stands. An appellate
stay could change that quickly. Nothing public as of this
morning says that has happened.

What the Final Rule Requires, What It Does
Not Check, and What Judge Talwani Paused on
August 27, 2026:
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Reference: League of Women Voters of Massachusetts v. Trump, No.
1:26-cv-11549-1IT, ECF 218 (D. Mass. Aug. 27, 2026). Companion

docket 1:26-cv-13917-1IT, ECF 31. Readers cannot verify the stay
list without that.




